o _*agany togod‘m .t .

My dear Sisters

In the first pages of the book of Genesis we read that there was all darkness, chaos and void and
then God said let there be light and there was light. God in His infinite love pronounced His Word bringing
order in the Universe, vanishing all darkness and filling the void with His presence. The Evangelist John,
in his prologue, linking eternity to time, reminds us that “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God and all things came into being through Him, and apart from Him
not even one thing came into being that has come into being,” and then with a forceful and concise
statement he speaks about the Incarnation event “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” This is
the Christmas story, as the angel announced to the shepherds “Be not afraid; for behold, | bring you good
news of a great joy, to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord” (Lk 2:
10-11).

In our times too we continue to see the chaotic darkness and void specially as we are reeling under
the pandemic situation, conflicts among the nations posing fears of war, the ecological crises and the
breakdown of moral fibre in our society leading to disrespect for human life and dignity. From the wider
social realm this void and obscurity can also be felt in our individual lives and in our communities. We
experience fears of sickness and anxiety of loneliness; we remain so much self-absorbed with our own
individual projects and convictions; we become unforgiving, disrespectful, slackened in the spirit of
service and sacrifice, contributing towards the evil in the world. We want to change our lives for the
good and pray for the gift of conversion, but often meet with failure and desperation. It is in the midst
of all this chaos and the helplessness we experience, the angel announces to us “Be not afraid,” for the
Saviour is born to us.

Just as in the beginning the Word of God, brought order from chaos, the Word Incarnate, born in all
humility in the cave of Bethlehem, comes into our lives precisely to do away with all human disfunction
muddled with fears and to restore peaceful order in our lives. He is “the true light that enlightens
everyone” (Jn.1:9) and vanishes all fear and darkness. Let us welcome Infant Jesus in our hearts and let
him govern our lives. If our individual lives are ordered towards fulfilling the purposes of God, naturally
our community living will be filled with God’s love, impelling us to respect every individual in our
communities, going beyond the barriers of language, culture, age and nationality. In a spirit of Synodality,
as Pope Francis exhorts us let us take “time to look others in the eye and listen to what they have to
say.” When Jesus reigns in our lives, we become peacemakers and there is no room for confines, because
he teaches us to build bridges of love and not walls of hatred, as Prophet Isaiah rightly acclaims “For a
child will be born to us, a son will be given to us...the Prince of Peace.” (Is. 9:6). The only way to build
peace is to flee in horror from evil, and to pursue goodness with courage and perseverance.

Let us make sure that we entrust our lives to the Lord and learn to abandon ourselves in faith to
God's will, because to do so would be like allowing ourselves to be embraced by the Father's/_..-
love, the source of peace and serenity. And if we succeed in doing this, if we allow God |
to act in our lives, we leave Him a blank page to work wonders, because only He can
make of our poor existence a masterpiece of holiness.

My dear sisters, may the joy of Christmas, which sings of the birth of our
Saviour, instil in us, profound trust in the little Babe of Bethlehem and give
us the grace of patient perseverance in being instruments of peace in our
communities and in the world at large. Today let us join the angelic host, the
enchanted shepherds and sing in exultation: “Christus natus est nobis: _
venite, adoremus.” “Christ is born for us: come, let us adore him.”




