“Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, persevere in prayer” (Rom 12:12)

Dear Sisters,

Pope Francis officially declared 2025 a Year of Jubilee with a
papal bull titled “Spes Non Confudit,” meaning “Hope does not
disappoint” (Rom 5:5), urging all Catholics to renew their hope
in Christ. In light of this exhortation, we have chosen the theme
“Pilgrims of Hope: Journeying together on the Path to Holiness”
for our International Congress, scheduled in two phases, to
search for that renewed vigour and zeal with which our Mother
Foundress unfolded her missionary endeavours.

Our Mother Foundress, anchored her life on hope in the Lord, as amidst the many challenges
and uncertainties, she never wavered from doing that which is pleasing to God. Hope is a
gift that comes directly from God, and we know that God blessed her with this precious gift,
as it is evidenced in her counsel to the sisters: “Perhaps some of us may ask ourselves: will I
be able to endure this life of sacrifice, of obedience, for one, two, three years, forever? Beloved
daughters, by ourselves, we certainly will not succeed; we must trust in the Most Sacred Heart
of Jesus. He has called us and elected us, and He will also give us the grace to persevere.
(Conf. 16 June 1918). In her letter addressed to the sisters, she encourages them to repeat
the words of St. Paul, in order to revive their hope and trust in the Lord: “I can do all things
through him who strengthens me” (Phil 4:13). She says, looking at ourselves and our capacity,
certainly, we have to fear, but if we shift our gaze and hope in the grace of God, we are safe
and this not only in regard to our person, to our vocation and to our future, but also in
regard to our Institute (27 March, 1904). Through these words, she exhorts each one of us
that despite the fact of difficulties and surging storms, if we keep our hope alive in Christ,
we will not be shipwrecked, for God is our stronghold that stands out against all the
tempests.

At times, we may be discouraged when we see our magazine’s subscriptions diminishing, there
isnt much hope for missionary animations in the parishes, fewer people responding to our
appeals, decline in vocations, difficulties experienced in community living, etc. Moreover, some
uncertainties about the future may give rise to conflicting feelings, ranging from confident
trust to apprehensiveness, from serenity to anxiety, from firm conviction to hesitation and
doubt. We may feel totally discouraged, pessimistic and cynical about the future, as if
nothing could possibly change. Amidst all these concerns, let us cling to Hope: “the
theological virtue by which we desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness,
placing our trust in Christ’s promises and relying not on our own strength, but on the help of
the grace of the Holy Spirit” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1817). Let us take to our
hearts the life’s example of our Mother Foundress to advance courageously, fixing our gaze on
Jesus, knowing that those who are inspired by hope are able to get through the darkest of
nights.

On the Feast of our Mother Foundress, let us ask the Lord, through her powerful
intercession, to bless us with the virtue of hope. Let us continue to journey together on the
path to holiness as pilgrims of hope.

Wish you all a very Happy Feast!
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Rome, 05 July 2024



