“He has risen from the dead and now he is going ahead of You” (Mt. 28:7)

The Passion Narratives tell us that Jesus was crucified, yielded up his spirit and was laid in a tomb
hewed out of the rock. A large stone was then rolled across the entrance of the tomb and the
sepulchre was secured putting seals on the stone and mounting a guard. Many of his followers
thought that this is it, another great prophet arose and was meted by torture and persecution and
finally executed on the cross by those in authority. As was their experience, they thought that the
tomb stone sealed the fate of Jesus and shattered their hope in him as the long-awaited Messiah.

It was very early on the first day of the week their darkened lives began to see the ray of light. The
heavily guarded stone was rolled back and the tomb was empty with the angels announcing: “Why
look among the dead for someone who is alive? He is not here; he has risen” (Lk. 24:5-6). The
tombstone did not have the final say because Jesus did not stay in his grave; rather he, who was put
to death in a most dreadful and degraded way is alive again. This is the joy of Easter, that we believe
in God, who has power even beyond the tombstone.

The resurrection of Jesus is an assurance that a new life is possible for ourselves, for our communities,
for our Congregation and for all God’s people. The very process of renewal should be illumined by the
bright light of the empty tomb and the message of newness of life. As Easter people we cannot let
the tombstone of our ego keep us buried in the grave of our sins, evil habits, unforgiveness, pride and
hatred. The Resurrection of the Lord gives us the Good News that no tomb can hold us down
anymore — neither the tomb of despair, discouragement or doubt, nor that of sorrow and death. The
Lord has won the battle for us through his passion, death and resurrection and invites us to be sharers
in his victory. Let us join our sentiments to that of St. Paul who says: “I want to know him and to
experience the power of his resurrection and share in his sufferings and become like him in his death,
so that | may attain resurrection from the dead” (Phil 3:10-11).

Dear Sisters, when faced with trials and temptation, rather
than relying only on human efforts and sciences, let us learn to
surrender our lives to the Divine will and put our total trust in
the Lord who has the power to roll the tombstone from within
the tomb and set us free from our bondages. “He has risen
from the dead and now he is going ahead of you” (Mt. 28:7).
Jesus always goes ahead of us and we have nothing to fear. He
already knows all our aches and pains, our sorrows and sufteri-
ngs, our need to love and to be loved, to reach out and care for
one another as he himself always cares for us. The message of
Easter is that nothing can destroy us, neither pain or sin, nor
rejection or death, because Christ has conquered these all, and
we too can overcome them if we put our total trust and faith
in Jesus and rely on his unfailing love.
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Wish you all a very Happy Easter
and the blessings of
B thesRisen Lord!

Sy. Selin KarlkkattLl
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